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Chicago Art Department is pleased to present 
25 artists from around the world, all exploring the 
iPhone as creative tool.

Whatever iPhone art means to the larger art 
world is  up for debate. Some see it as  a powerful 
art making tool while others see nothing more 
than a phone. While the debate goes on, fine 
artists everywhere are making, sharing, and selling 
iPhone art. You can find iPhone art on the cover 
of print publications and online, also in galleries 
and in private collections. Wherever this  device 
ends up inside of the fine arts landscape, there’s a 
strong case to be made that the iPhone is at worst 
a flexible, powerful,  and convenient new tool for 
contemporary artists.

“iPhone Therefore I Am” is the culmination 
of a class  led by Chicago artist Mike Nourse, 
offered by the Chicago Art Department which 
features  ten local artists who met weekly, working 
towards a completed project in areas such as 
photo, digital sketching (finger painting), 
animation, sound, and video. In addition to local 
artists, CAD program  coordinator Mike Nourse 
brought in national and international iPhone 
artists from as far away as Russia, Norway,   Spain, 
France, and Germany. The end-result is a 
comprehensive look at this digital tool and some of 
its artistic possibilities.

The timing to examine this device plays a 
large part in this  exhibition. Chicago artist Jon 
Satrom feels  the show is “situated in a critical 
time-space where media-making tools are forking 
from traditional operating systems to mobile 
devices and artists are crucial in these transitions.” 
And In an era where time matters  more and more, 
the iPhone as  creative tool presents  a convenience 
that many other tools simply can’t. Artist Mia 
Robinson from Washington D.C. says, “I use an 

iPhone to make art because its  the one tool that’s 
always there.”

This exhibition has brought together a wide 
range of artists from around the world, all excited 
to be a part of iHistory. From Spain, artist Luis 
Peso describes how this show has “opened a door 
to the amazing iPhone Art from several diferent 
countries around the world!”   Matthew Watkins 
(Italy)  feels that “this show is further confirmation 
of  the importance of mobile and iphone art.  It’s 
an  epochal moment,” From  America,  David 
Lebowitz is an east-coast artist who is  writing a 
book on the subject and will be showing one of his 
finger-painted pieces. He says “artists like myself 
were drawn to it like moths to a flame. I’m  proud 
to be part of this exhibition, among the first on 
planet earth to feature pioneering, international 
efforts of this  21st century medium.” Where is 
iPhone art heading?  What type of artists  work 
with an iPhone and when? Why? How does the 
iPhone fit into the contemporary art landscape? 
This exhibitions takes a step towards the answers.

“iPhone Therefore iArt” features artists  David 
Leibowitz (Teaneck, New Jer sey) , Russ 
Croop(Boulder, CO), Mia Robinson (Washington, 
DC), Susan Murtaugh (Two Rivers, WI),Matthew 
Watkins  (Italy), Benjamin Rabe (Germany), Julia 
Kay (San Fransisco,),Sandra Schmidt (Livonia), 
Joseandrés Guijarro Ponce (Spain),   Luis 
Peso (Spain),Alexander Lysov and Timofey 
Caraffa-Corbut (Russia),  Cédric Phillippe (France), 
Rino Larsen (Norway), and Patricio Villarroel 
(France). all alongside Chicago artists  Mike 
Nour se, Nathan Peck , Nat So t i , Se th 
Gershberg,  Jon Satrom,  Carl Sweets, Alyssa 
Sorresso, Melissa Porter, and Kirk Bravender.

by Mike Nourse
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iPhone therefore iArt
25 artists from around the world 
explor iphone as creative tool
Chicago Art Department. 1837 s. Halsted
friday January 8 2010

“Mike Nourse recently organized a class at 
CAD in which 10 local artists completed iPhone 
projects  in areas such as photography, digital 
sketching, animation, sound and video. Their 
work can be seen now in "iPhone Therefore iArt," 
an exhibit that also includes work by national and 
international artists. The course itself was  a 
dialogue between Chicago artists and artists 
around the world”

Chicago Dun Time, January, 8 2010

CHICAGO ART DEPARTMENT
IPHONE THEREFORE IART
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The iPhone as a work of art
I haven't seen much of the art yet, but this 

blogger already declares iPhone Therefore I Art 
awesome - based on name alone.

Similarities between blog and art project 
aside, I'm intrigued by the project, which features 
25 artists from around the world and is  presented 
by the Chicago Art Department. The common 
thread is the use of  the iPhone as a creative tool.

The exhibition opens tonight and it's from 
6-10 p.m. at Chicago Art Department, 1837 S. 
Halsted.

I've seen countless Web sites showcasing 
photos that look like they were taken with 
expensive equipment when in reality they were 
100 percent produced on an iPhone.

According to the Web site, "iPhone Therefore 
I Art is the culmination of a class  led by Chicago 
artist Mike Nourse which features ten local artists 
who met weekly, working towards a completed 
project in areas such as  photo, digital sketching 
(finger painting), animation, sound, and video."

The artists that are part of the exhibition 
include David Leibowitz (Teaneck, N.J.), Russ 
Croop (Boulder, Colo. ) , Mia Robinson 
(Washington, D.C.), Susan Murtaugh (Two Rivers, 
Wis.),  Matthew Watkins  (Italy), Benjamin Rabe 
(Germany), Julia Kay (San Fransisco), Sandra 
Schmidt (Livonia, Mich.), Joseandrés Guijarro 
Ponce (Spain),   Luis Peso (Spain),  Alexander Lysov 
and Timofey Caraffa-Corbut (Russia),  Cédric 
Phillippe (France), Rino Larsen (Norway), and 
Patricio Villarroel (France). all alongside Chicago 
artists Mike Nourse, Nathan Peck, Nat Soti, Seth 
Gershberg, Jon Satrom,   Carl Sweets, Alyssa 
Sorresso, Melissa Porter, and Kirk Bravender.

If you are in Chicago and are able to attend 
this  cool exhibition, please share your thoughts  in 
the comments. And, if you happen to be the 
creative type and the iPhone is your medium, let 
me know that too.

Thanks for calling

by Scott Kleinberg

CHICAGO ART DEPARTMENT
IPHONE THEREFORE IART
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Suspendisse feugiat mi sed lectus
aoreet nec interdum
por Trenz Pruca

THE FLYING PIG GALLERY
THE WORLD AT OUR FINGERTIPS
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The Flying Pig Gallery and 
Greenspace is hosting an exhibit 
that is both timely - because of  
the creative medium used - and 
fascinating - because of  the 
quality of  the images displayed. 
Titled “The World at Our 
Fingertips”, it features the work 
of  22  talented artists from 
around the world and from 
various walks of  life. All use what 
amounts to an iPhone as their 
creative medium. Basically, they 
use their fingertip on a small 
computer screen. In addition to 
this “revolutionary” medium 
they’ve all met through Flickr, 
the social photo network, not in 
a cafe in Paris (though they’d like 
that, too). They interact 
constantly without ever meeting 
and in some cases not even 
speaking the same language. 
They encourage and challenge 
each other. With otherwise busy 
lives they’re still able to fit in an 
active life in art that includes 
both creative solitude and a 
support network without  any 
preparation, or studio needs or 
clean-up. If  they can find a few 
minutes or an hour, they’re at 
work. Each of  the 22 artists will 
show 3 pieces  to give a sense of  
their style and technique. 

They’re all different. Each has a 
virtual gallery available for 
viewing on-line. All the artists’ 
information will be available at 
the Flying Pig. 

The Show will run from 
June 26 to July 31 at The Flying 
Pig Gallery and Greenspace 
located just south of  Algoma, 
WI on Route  42 - the road to 
Door County. A reception is 
planned for Saturday, July 17, 3 
to 6 pm. There will be 
demonstrations of  the technique 
and a Plein air paintout on 
Sunday, July 11, 10 am - 5 pm. 
Other related activities are being 
planned as well. Check back 
here as more information 
becomes available.

THE FLYING PIG GALLERY
THE WORLD AT OUR FINGERTIPS

the Flying Pig Gallery & Greenspace
N6975 Hwy 42 - Algoma, Wisconsin
curated by Susan Murtaugh
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WINDSOR ART CENTER
IPHONE WHEREFORE ART THOU?
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curated by Samuel T. Hinckley
Windsor Art Center, Inc.

209 Palisado Ave. Windsor
Connecticut 06095 USA
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“A Healing Touch: Digital 
Offerings of  Peace to Women 
Survivors” seeks to inspire hope 
and incite healing by honoring 
women who have survived 
oppression, violence and abuse. 
It is a celebration and testimony 
to the inherent beauty, strength 
and possibility of  women 
everywhere from all walks of  life 
and cultural origin.

The show opens Friday, 
August 20th, 2010, and features 
visual works by an international 
network of  artists 
(“fingerpainters”), who paint, 
photograph and sketch 
exclusively on mobile handheld 
devices (iPhones, iPads, 
Androids and or wireless 
graphic tablets)–in most cases 
with only the tips of  their 
fingers.

The show is the 
collaborative brainchild of  
Mobile Digital artist, Mia 
Robinson (“MROB”) and Nina 
Angela Mercer, Executive 
Director of  Ocean Ana Rising, 
Inc. and is Robinson’s first 
attempt to bring the emerging 
medium to her hometown of  
Washington DC. Recognizing 
the power of  mobile digital 
media as a viable creative tool 
as well as a powerful means of  
connecting artists of  all 
professional levels and 
backgrounds, “A Healing 

Touch” seeks to demonstrate 
how this fusion of  visual art and 
technology can also be used as a 
vehicle for empowerment–to not 
only restore hope in the lives of  
the many women in the 
community who have suffered 
and survived extraordinary 
circumstances of  abuse but to 
also display how the media 
allows these women to connect 
to a support system and 
community of  survivors that 
extends beyond DC Metro 
borders.

Through the visual offerings 
of  25 of  the most prolific 
iphone/ipad/android artists in 
the world, various interactive 
device-driven activities, and a 
“When Left To Your Own 
Devices” mobile digital art 
outreach workshop for teenaged 
girls, “A Healing Touch” invites 
attendees into the high-tech 
world of  art and social media. 
We hope to inspire all to explore 
their own mobile devices as a 
potential outlet for creative 
expression, while also bringing 
attention to the worldwide issue 
of  abuse and violence against 
women.

A HEALING TOUCH
DIGITAL OFFERINGS OF PEACE TO WOMEN SURVIVORS

An International Mobile Digital Art Exhibition
L’Eclat de Verre Versailles. Washington, DC. USA
curated by Mia Robinson & Ocean Ana Rising, Inc.
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Roberta Barbarić (Mostar, Bosnia) 
John Bavaro (Erie, PA) 

Rita Flores (Bogota, NJ)
Julia Kay (San Francisco, CA)

Helene Goldberg (Berkley, CA)
Jose Andres Guijarra (Cuenca, Spain)

Daniel Harris (Brooklyn, NY) 
Rino Larsen (Oslo, Norway) 

David Scott Leibowitz (Teaneck, NJ)
Fabric Lenny (West Yorkshire, UK)
Deborah McMillion (Phoenix, AZ)
Susan Murtaugh (Two Rivers, WI)

Amy Nelp (Montrose, CO)
Luis Peso (Grenada, Spain)

Benjamin Rabe (Hamburg, Germany)
Justin Rawcliffe (Lancaster, UK)
Mia Robinson (Washington DC)

Mike Ryon (Scranton, KS)
Thierry Schiel (Bertrange, 

Luxembourg)
Sandy Schmidt (Livonia, MI)
Philip Vetter (Louisville, KY)

Patricio Villarroel (Paris, France)
Matthew Watkins (Bari, Italy)

http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/participating-artists
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/outreach
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/outreach
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/outreach
http://www.mrobart.com/ahealingtouch/outreach
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MOBILE ART CONFERENCE 2010
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MOBILE DIGITAL ARTISTS

First Conference of iAMDA
ITP Tisch School for the Arts
New York University
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iAMDA (International 
Association of  Mobile Digital 
Artists) will hold its first annual 
MobileArtCon at NYU ITP at 
the Tisch School of  the Arts, 
October 23-24, 2010.

More than 200 international 
artists, techies, art app 
developers and "curious minds" 
will be toting their cellphones 

and small wireless tablets to New 
York for the first annual 
MobileArtCon, a historic 
gathering devoted to the 
exploration of  mobile digital 
technology and its impact on 
contemporary art. The meeting 
will be held at New York 
University's Interactive 
Telecommunications Program 

(ITP), October 22-25, 2010 and 
is coordinated by the 
International Association of  
Mobile Digital Artists (iAMDA), 
an organization founded by a 
rapidly growing network of  
artists who draw, paint, 
photograph and create music on 
mobile handheld devices, such as 
iPhones, iPads and Androids.

The mobile digital medium, 
which has also been adopted by 
high profile artists like David 
Hockney and John Baldessari, 
took flight largely due to the 
popularity of  Brushes a painting 
app for the iPhone. The app 
transforms the phone into a 
digital art tablet, allowing users 
to draw and paint images on the 
screen using the tips of  their 
fingers. The attention received 
by the publication of  iPhone 
"fingerpainted" plein air covers 
for The New Yorker magazine 
and music produced on popular 
audio applications such as 
Smule's T-Pain and Glee 
applications, has inspired 
creative professionals and 
hobbyists of  all types to explore 
and incorporate the medium 
into their own artistic 
repertoires.
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Since 2008, an emerging 
group of  artists has been 
displaying and promoting touch 
screen art on social networking 
sites like Flickr, Facebook and 
Twitter. The openness of  the 
social networking platform 
allows artists to immediately 
share work and connect with 
other illustrators, fine artists, 
photographers, and musicians 
around the world. Even large art 
software developers have been 
perusing the various online 
channels to gain feedback and 
direction on how they might 
further enhance their products.

Many artists are already 
receiving global recognition for 
visual and audio works produced 
on their tiny touch-screens and 
flip phones, and, through 
coordinated group shows and 
individual exhibitions are stirring 
up dialogue among art and tech 
buffs worldwide. The conference 
is an organized "next step" to 
expose the main stream public to 
the mobile digital medium and 
to invite them into a discussion 
about the future of  the art form 
and how it will impact the way 
art is produced, displayed and 
perceived.

The gathering will adopt the 
openness of  its online 
communities. Loosely built on 
the "BarCamp" model, 
organizers encourage both tech 
and art enthusiasts to attend and 
even host their own 
presentations about their 
experiences with the medium.

"It is remarkable that having 
never met outside of  social 
media we have formed a solid 
community," says artist and 
iAMDA co-founder, Kara 
Jansson Kovacev, "Some of  us 
have been making art for years, 
while others are using touch 
screen devices to make art for 
the first time. The openness of  
the medium levels the playing 
field to where we are not the 
products of  our resumes, but 
people seeking community based 
on common artistic and 
technological interests."

The free event features artist 
presentations, app 
demonstrations, and forums 
hosted by the world's most 
prolific artists and app 
developers. Topics range from 
publishing and printing options 
to theoretical discussions behind 
the evolution of  digital art and 
its community. There will be 
hands on and interactive 
workshops including a Master 
Class demo by noted New York 
figurative painter David Kassan, 
whose Gizmodo-featured iPad 
demo became a 1 million-viewer 
internet sensation.

The conference also features 
multiple outside activities 
including a private artists' 
reception on October 22nd, 
plein-air painting sessions 
throughout the city, and a large 
scale group exhibition, 
"Illuminated Touch", displaying 
artworks generated by the 
attending artists on October 
24th. The exhibition is open to 
the public and will be held 
7pm-10pm at Openhouse 
Gallery in Manhattan.

MOBILE ART CONFERENCE 2010
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MOBILE DIGITAL ARTISTS
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MOBILE ART CONFERENCE 2010
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MOBILE DIGITAL ARTISTS
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Fingerpainting on the caves: the iArt of Cro-Magnon Man
Day 1. Saturday October 23. 10:30-11:20 AM. Room 2

Speaker: Joseandrés Guijarro Ponce

Painting Big on a Small Screen
Day 1. Saturday October 23. 4:00-4:50 PM. Main Room

Speakers: Joseandrés Guijarro Ponce & Luis Peso
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The exhibition included the 
works of  24 Artists (most of  
whom participated in the 
previous “A Healing Touch” 
Exhibition.)  It also included a 
few interactive activities 
including iPad drawing station 
for attendees to test their creative 
skill, a fingerpainting demo and 
additional multi-media works to 
help inform about HIV/AIDS 
statistics among the African 
American community in DC.

USING ART TO RAISE AWARENESS
MOBILE DIGITAL ARTISTS SUPORT BLACK HIV AWARENESS DAY

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
The ARC. Washington, DC. USA
curated by Mia Robinson
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Interactive iArt Meeting
Guildford Art College. UK
curated by Paul Kercal

NEVER MIND THE DESKTOPS…
FIRST BRITISH MEETING OF MOBILE DIGITAL ARTISTS
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ART FROM THE IPAD
FIRST INTERNATIONAL EXHIBIT OF IPAD ART

Austin Details Art+Photo
Texas. USA

John Bavaro
Corliss Blakely
Steve Bull
Matthew Connors
Russ Croop
Christine Finkelson
Rita Flores
Gina Fong
Helene Goldberg
Jonathan Grauel
Roz Hall
Julia Kay
Jarret Kupcinski
Nini Lapuz

Kyle Lambert
David Leibowitz
Fabric Lenny
Andrea Mdos
Leeana Morris
Susan Murtaugh
La Legra Negra
Luis Peso
Mia Robinson
Jean-Carlo Sandi
Paul Shelander
Tina Weitz
Andrew Williams
David Wi
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THE DIGITAL CANVAS
AN INTERNATIONAL SKETCHBOOK EXHIBIT

Autodesk Gallery
San Francisco. USA
curated by Susan Murtaugh

The Digital Canvas is 
the first SketchBook Exhibit to be 
held at the Autodesk Gallery in 
San Francisco.  The collection, 
curated by Susan 
Murtaugh, celebrates the 
diversity and creativity of  digital 
art --  Featuring more than 150 
pieces createdy by over 80 
international artists using 
Autodesk® SketchBook® apps.

The participating 
artists represent a broad cross-
section of  backgrounds, truly 
capturing a world where 
creativity & visual expression are 
inherent for all people.

The exhibit starts on May 
11, 2011 and will be open to the 
public every Wednesday from 
12-5pm.
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Arts & Crafts Museum
Hamburg. Germany

curated by Benjamin Rabe

STYLECTRICAL
DAS MUSEUM FÜR FUNST UND GEWERBE HAMBURG
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international Association of Mobile Digital Artists
ITP·Tisch School of the Arts. 
New York University. USA

iAMDA’s MobileArtCon is back and  on the 
movein NYC for a 2nd year!  Hosted by NYU’s 
prestigious ITP Department (aka the school for 
the “recently possible”),  this year’s  conference, 
themed “On the Move”, will serve as a creative 
retreat and platform for exciting new projects and 
collaborations for mobi-digi artists worldwide.

The 3-day event will be packed with creative 
exercises, group collaborations and projects that 
are sure to inspire!  Have you been wanting to 
team up with an artist friend from iamda.org or 
the flickr streams?   Or possibly, you’ve got a 
project or installation you’ve been trying to get off 
the ground?  Want to connect with the world’s 
most prolific and talented (and probably kindest  ) 
mobile digital artists  or developers for a little 
technical advisement?  Well, this is  your 
opportunity!

We’ll be on the move through NYC subways, 
streets  and NYU’s ITP, putting our favorite 
medium to work (dont worry, there are plenty 
outlets to recharge your devices) and on optimal 
display.  Remember,it’s mobile–and so are we!

So? We’ll be kicking things off with an 
ArtCrawl (thank you, Chris Menice!) through 
NYC.  Moving from place to place and capturing 
what we see! (and maybe having a little coffee and 
a bite to eat along the way) We’ll be accompanied 
by our great developer friends and the NYC 
Community.  Then we’ll spend the next two days 
making more work to display at our closing event 
(deets forthcoming)  on Sunday, October 2nd.  You 
will most definitely be moved and inspired!

If ya thought last year was amazing (and 
maybe even a little unbelievable), well, just wait!  
As you know, the first con was  only the beginning!  
So go get your tix!

“ON THE MOVE”
IAMDA’S MOBILEARTCON 2011
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http://mobileartcon.iamda.org/2011/schedule-of-events
http://mobileartcon.iamda.org/2011/schedule-of-events
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http://mobileartcon.iamda.org/2011/our-partners
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FINGERPAINTINGS AGAINST NUCLEAR
CUENCA LIBRE DE RESIDUOS RADIACTIVOS


